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SUBJECT: PRESS CONFERENCE BY FOREIGN MINISTER-DEC 22, 1975 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

SUMMARY: DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND FOREIGN MINISTER, 
PHOUNE SIPRASEUTH, HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE DECEMBER 22 
IN WHICH HE REVIEWED THE HISTORY OF THE RECENT THAI- 
LAO BORDER DIFFICULTIES AND CALLED ON THE THAI GOVERN- 
MENT TO REOPEN THE TAI-LAO BORDER. HE ALSO SAID THAT 
HE HAD ASKED "SOCIALIST" AND "FRIENDLY'COUNTRIES TO 
GIVE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE TO LAOS AND THAT A NUMBER HAD 
AGREED TO DO SO. 

HE STATED THAT IF THE THAI OPENED THE BORDER THE LAO 
WOULD BE WILLING TO TALK TO THEM ABOUT THEIR MUTUAL 
PROBLEMS. END SUMMARY. 

1. TODAY THE FOREIGN MINISTRY SUMMONED JOURNALISTS AND 
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1600 DECEMBER 22. THE CONFERENCE, CONSISTED MAINLY OF 
A STATEMENT READ IN LAO BY DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PHOUNE SIPRASEUTH AND INTER- 
PRETED INTO FRENCH, BY CHEF DE CABINET SOUBANH SRITIRATH, 

WITH A CALL FOR QUESTIONS AT THE END. THE STATEMENT WAS 
SIMILAR TO A LONG EDITORIAL IN THE PARTY NEWSPAPER SIENG 
PASASON OF DEC 22, ENTITLED "THE TRICK OF SHUTTING OFF 
THE BORDER BY THE THAI POWER HOLDERS MUST BE DESTROYED." 

BOTH THE TONE OF THE EDITORIAL, WHICH UNDOUBTEDLY WILL 
BE A RADIO EDITORIAL COMMENTARY AND TRANSLATED BY FBIS, 

AND THE CONFERENCE REFLECTED THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE 
BORDER CLOSURE HAS REALLY HURT THE LAO PAO WHO ATTEN- 
DED PRESS CONFERENCE HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT DURING THE 
CALL FOR QUESTIONS THE LAO WERE ALMOST BEGGING FOR A PUBLIC 
FORUM TO FURTHER EXPOUND THEIR CASE. HOWEVER, WITH THE 
EXCEPTION OF THE AFP CORRESPONDENT S QUESTION NOBODY 
OBLIGED AND AFTER AN EMBARRASSING SILENCE THE CONFERENCE 
ADJOURNED. 

2. PHOUNE'S STATEMENT OPENED WITH AN OUTLINE OF THE LAO VERSION 
OF THE INCIDENT WHICH CAUSED THE THAI TO CLOSE THE BORDER. 

HE CONTINUED: " IN ORDER TO PRESERVE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES, FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PEOPLE ON BOTH 
SIDES OF THE BORDER, WE SENT A NOTE TO THE THAI MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AND MET WITH BOTH THE THAI AMBASSADOR 
AND CHARGE, IN ORDER TO ASK THE THAI TO OPEN THE BORDER 
AND RESTORE NORMAL EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE BORDER AREAS, BUT 
THIS DID NOT SUCCEED. MOREOVER, ON DEC. 19, IN BANGKOK, 

THE THAI MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS CALLED A PRESS CON- 
FERENCE TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE THAI GOVERNMENT WOULD OPEN 
THE BORDER WHEN THERE WERE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE LAO ABOUT 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS, THE BORDER PROBLEM AND WEAPONS SMUG- 
GLING. 

3. " THE ACTION OF THE THAI GOVERNMENT IN CLOSNG THE 
BORDER HAS CAUSED GREAT HARDSHIP TO THE LAO AND THAI 
PEOPLES WHO LIVE IN THE BORDER AREAS. IN CLOSING THE 
BORDER THE THAI GOVERNMENT HAS BLOCKED FUEL, MILK AND 
SUGAR AND OTHER ITEMS THAT FRIENDLY NATIONS WANTED TO 
TRANSSHIP THROUGH THAILAND TO HELP LAOS. THESE THINGS 
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CANNOT REACH LAOS. THE LAO CANNOT SEND GOODS OUT OF 
THE COUNTRY VIA THAILAND. LAO BORDER TRADE HAS BEEN 
HALTED. THE THAI BORDER POPULATION IS IN THE SAME POSI- 
TION SINCE LAO GOODS CANNOT GO TO THAILAND AND SINCE 
THERE IS NO TRANSPORT OF GOODS EITHER WAY, THAI WORKERS 
HAVE LOST JOBS AND THAI FARMERS HAVE NO MARKET FOR THEIR 
PRODUCE BECAUSE THEY CANNOT CROSS OVER TO SELL THEIR 
PRODUCTS. THE THAI POWER HOLDERS WHO UNILATERALLY CLOSED 
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THE BORDER ARE THE CAUSE OF THE FIFFICULTIES EXPERIENCED 
BY THE THAI AND LAO PEOPLE. 

4. "REGARDLESS OF THE FACT THAT THE THAI GOVERNMENT HAS 
ACTED IN THIS BAD WAY TOWARD THE LAO OUR GOVERNMENT HAS 
NOT RESPONDED. RECENTLY WE POINTED OUT OUR POLICY TOWARD 
THAILAND. THAT IS TO IMPROVE THE TRADITIONAL TIES OF 
FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES LIVING TOGETHER 
PEACEFULLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FIVE PRINCIPLES (NOT 
SPECIFIED). HOWEVER, THE THAI GOVERNMENT HAS MAINTAINED 
ITS UNFRIENDLY ATTITUDE TOWARD LAOS. FOR THESE REASONS 
THE DIFFICULTIES EXPERIENCED BY THE THAI AND LAO ALONG 
THE BORDER ARE SOLELY DUE TO THE ACTIONS OF THE THAI 
POWER HOLDERS. THEY UNILATERALLY CLOSED THE BORDER. 

5. " WE DOTNO BELIEVE THAT THIS ACTION BY THE THAI POWER 
HOLDERS WILL CAUSE OUR YOUNG NATION THE PDRL TO COLLAPSE. 
IT WILL IUST CREATE TEMPORARY DIFFICULTIES OF A CERTAIN 
LEVEL FOR THE LIFE OF OUR PEOPLE AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
OUR NATION. THEREFORE, TO SOLVE THIS IMMEDIATE PROBLEM 
WE RECENTLY CALLED ON FRIENDLY NATIONS TO ASSIST US 

WITH MATERIALS, ESPECIALLY THOSE THINGS WHICH WE LACK 
IN THE BORDER AREAS SUCH AS FUEL, MILK, SUGAR AND OTHER 
GOODS. THESE THINGS WILL BE TRANSPORTED DIRECTLY TO 
LAOS. 
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6. "TWO DAYS AGO OUR PRIME MINISTER MET WITH AMBASSADORS 
AND THIS MORNING I MET WITH AMBASSADORS AND CHARGES OF 
SOCIALIST NATIONS, AND OTHER FRIENDLY NATIONS. THE 
AMBASSADORS AND CHARGES OF A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES SYMPA- 
THIZED WITH US AND AGREED TO GIVE EMERGENCY AID TO OUR 
GOVERNMENT. MOREOVER, I WOULD LIKE TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE 
FIRST TRUCK CONVOY FROM VIETNAM, CARRYING FUEL AND OTHER 
ITEMS HAS ALREADY ARRIVED. IN ADDTION. A NUMBER OF 
PLANES CARRYING FOODSTUFFS AND UTENSILS HAVE ARRIVED. 

WE BELIEVE THAT WITHIN THE NEAR FUTURE WE WILL BE ABLE 

TO SOLVE THE DIFFICULTIES EXPERIENCED BY THE PEOPLE 
ALONG THE LAO BORDER CAUSED BY THE COLSURE OF THE BOR- 
DER BY THE THAI POWER HOLDERS. 

7. " RELATING TO THE PROBLEM OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 
THE LAO AND THE THAI, WE HAVE EXPRESSED THE OPINION MANY 
TIMES AND I HAVE SPOKEN ABOUT IT WITH THE THAI AMBASSADOR 
MYSELF, THAT THE LAO GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO HOPE TO HAVE 
BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN THE THAI AND LAO, AND IS WILLING 
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TO MEET WITH THE THAI ON THE BASIS OF EQUALITY, FREE 
FROM PRESSURES IN ORDER TO MUTUALLY SOVLE THE VARIOUS 
PROBLEMS, IF THE THAI RESUME NORMAL INTERCOURSE BETWEEN 
THE TWO SIDES AND SINCERELY SHOW THEIR DESIRE TO BE 
FRIENDS AND WORK SIDE BY SIDE. THIS IS THE EXTENT OF MY 
STATEMENT. I AM NOW OPEN FOR QUESTIONS. THANK YOU." 

8. THE AFP REPORTER ASKED THE ONLY QUESTION" WOULD IT 

BE POSSIBLE FOR ANY THIRD COUNTRY TO MEDIATE THIS DISPUTE?" 
PHOUNE ANSWERED: "THE PROBLEM OF NEGOTIATIONS IS THE 
DIRECT RESPONSIBLILITY OF THE TWO COUNTRIES. THEREFORE, 

IT IS NOT YET AN APPROPRIATE TIME FOR ANY OTHER COUNTRY 
TO TAKE A ROLE. HOWEVER, THE IMPORTANT THING THAT I 
WISH AND WHICH I HAVE STAED IS THAT THE LAO GOVERNMENT 
HAS ANNOUNCED THAT IS HAS REQUESTED FRIENDLY NATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD TO SUPPORT US SO THAT THE THAI WILL 
OPEN THE BORDER AND CREATE A FAVORABLE ATMOSPHERE FOR THE 
SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS." 

CORCORAN 
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